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I will pour water on the 
thirsty land and streams 
on the dry ground…and 
people will come to say 

’I belong to the LORD.’ 

L e n t  2 0 2 3  

A Life-Changing Blessing from God 
Second Borehole Drilled in Southern Malawi! 

The Isaiah 44 Project is happy to an-
nounce the successful drilling and ded-
ica on to the Lord of a second water 
Borehole in Malawi in early February!  
The loca on of the new well is on the 
site of St. Anastasia Orthodox Church 
in Masauli village in Chiradzulu District 
- southern Malawi.   

The team from Equipping Leaders 
Interna onal successfully navigated 
the bumpy and winding roads to 
reach this rather remote village, and 
a er drilling 140 feet, reached the 
fresh water aquifer.  The following 
day, they installed the pumping 
mechanism and completed the important concrete surround that keeps contami-
nated ground water out of the deep well.  Fresh Water in Abundance! 

Late-Breaking News - Malawi Disaster! 

As this newsletter is released, news is spreading of the catastrophic flooding and damage 

happening now in Malawi as a result of Cyclone Freddie that hit the African coast and 

moved inland. The death toll now exceeds 

500 and 500,000 Malawians have been left 

homeless. The areas where Isaiah 44 Pro-

ject boreholes have been drilled, including 

Chiradzulu and Zomba have experienced 

catastrophic damage, but the extensive 

damage also includes areas with better 

infrastructure such as the city of Blantyre. 

An entire village at the foot of Chiradzulu 

mountain was washed away!  We are planning an Emergency Relief Grant from Isaiah 44 

Project funds as a response - collecting and sending these funds to Malawi in the next 2 

weeks.  Fr. Nicodemus Chilembwe of the Malawian Orthodox Church has reported the over-

Con nued, next page 

Bishop Fotios offers the Blessing and Thanks-
giving for the new borehole!  

Con nued, next page 



Parish Visits? 
Since the start of the Isaiah 44 Project in Fall of 2022, the 
story of God’s blessings through the Isaiah 44 Project 
have been shared in several parishes. A short Power-
Point presenta on during Coffee Hour can provide a con-
cise introduc on to the Project history and highlight the 
ongoing need for this work. 
We would be happy to arrange a visit! If you know of a 
parish of any jurisdic on that might be interested, please 
contact Fr. Robert at 434-987-8170, or fr.r.holet@uocusa.net.  

Please Join in Prayer ... 

¨ For deliverance of the Malawian people 
suffering as a result of Cyclone Freddie and 
for a swi  restora on of services.  For the 
blessed repose of those who have died.  

¨ For Mr. Duncan Nyazani, the coordinator of ELI re-
sources in Malawi, whose family suffered from a terrible 
a ack and robbery of their home in early March.  Duncan 
coordinates our well drilling efforts in Malawi!  May God 
support him during this me! 

¨ In thanksgiving for the comple on of the second bore-
hole, and possibili es of a third - as the Lord wills! 

The pastor of St. Anastasia parish, Fr. Ermolaos,           
welcomed Archbishop Fo os, who  personally came to 
dedicate this well to the glory of God.  The villagers cele-
brated with great 
joy and displayed 
their thanks to all 
Isaiah 44 Project             
supporters with 
two large signs.   

Many of our Pro-
ject’s dona ons to 
date have come from the UOC. Thanksgiving remem-
brance to God was offered for the priestly ministry of His 
Eminence, Metropolitan Antony,  Prime Hierarch of the 
UOC of USA. This year marks the 50th anniversary of his 
ordina on to the priesthood, and his 10th year as       
Metropolitan.  

When no fied of the dedica on, His Eminence wrote: 

“How wonderful is our God, who provides for people of faith, hope 
and love!!! Peace, Love and Joy to all who will be blessed with the 
water that pours forth from this well - a Gift from God manifested 
through the kindness and generosity of many  fellow Orthodox       
Christians!” 
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Second Borehole in Malawi! 

whelming need throughout the region.  He and his family live 

10km north of Blantyre.  Local parishes and schools are now 

‘home’ to scores of people in areas where the flooding has 

washed away homes. Furthermore, as rains continue to fall, the 

mud walls of homes and other buildings continue to weaken and 

become unsafe, sometimes to the point of collapse.  The earth is 

so saturated in some areas that it is causing instability of all 

structures.  Roads and 

bridges have been 

washed away.  The  

government is having 

trouble maintaining 

civil order, as          

desperation is setting 

in among the population.  The people, already suffering serious 

food shortages, have now lost what little they had.  The situation 

is dire - there is a critical need for food. 

Yet Fr. Nicodemus communicates hope in Christ and the firm 

belief that God will deliver His people.  The Orthodox clergy are 

in communication to determine what can be done with their 

limited resources.  It is hoped that, with coordination with the 

Malawian Church, we can gather funds to bring assistance to 

the Malawians, working with the Orthodox Church and perhaps 

in cooperation with others doing the work on the ground.  

Please remember the Malawians in your prayers!  To contribute 

specifically for Malawian relief - please mark your donation    

‘Isaiah 44 Project - Malawi Relief’        Thank you! 

             ________________ 

Note that the structural status 

of the two existing well sites 

is unknown at this point. The 

St. Anastasia parish buildings 

are intact and housing local 

residents in their facilities.  

We trust that the borehole is 

functional and serving the 

people who are living there.  

More details to come... 

About this Newsletter 
This quarterly newsle er allows 
us to share the story of the Isaiah 
44 Project with everyone who 

may be interested.  If you have 
not yet subscribed, please con-
tact us (see front page) and we’ll 
be happy to add you to the Email 
list, or if you prefer we can send 
it to you by US Mail. If you ever 
wish to discon nue receiving 
this or any other communica-

on, just let us know!   
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Cyclone Devastation 


